CONNECTED
21st November 2021
“May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ..”
Galatians 6. 14

A very warm welcome to St Swithin’s
today. We’re delighted you’ve joined us
to worship together.
Galatians
Today, we complete our Autumn study of
the letter to the Galatians. In a section
where Paul brings his letter to a
conclusion with a flourish, he reiterates
all that’s important to these young
Christians in Galatia.

main thing, the main thing’. God accepts
us by faith alone, by grace alone, in Christ
alone’ and we need to avoid the
temptation to get lost in endless
conversations about the merits or
otherwise of circumcision or other parts
of the law, yet somehow miss Christ.
That same temptation is very much ours
today, like the Pharisees we may be
around Jesus but essentially miss Him.
Our hearts desire as a church is to lead
people to Jesus, for people to discover
the Splendour of God for themselves and
for us to play our part in displaying that
to the people around us.
At the heart of that Good News, at the
heart of the Spendour of God is the work
of Christ on the Cross for each one of us.
We celebrate that today.

I wonder what God has been showing
and revealing to you over these last few
months? What is He asking you to do
about it? Paul began this letter
emphasising the importance of God’s
revelation to Paul in and through
through Christ and the Spirit, so this
morning John Davies will be leading us
to where Paul finishes, at the Cross of
Christ.
I’ve been personally challenged as we’ve
worked through Galatians to ‘keep the

SPCM
Today we will have a Special Parochial
Church Meeting (SPCM) at the
beginning of the service (10.20), where we
will have the opportunity to elect and
commission Alastair Gibson for the role of
Churchwarden. Alastair is willing to serve
as a church warden with Becs for a shortterm period over the next 9 months.
Tim

NOTICES
The shape of our Sunday gatherings
over the next month will continue
broadly as before and is shown in the
table below. We would love you to join
us. Each morning will begin with Café at
10, worshipping either together or
upstairs/downstairs for 45 minutes and
on the 5th we’ll share communion
together after our groups. We will work
to being all together more regularly, but
seek to do that in a safe way.
In the evenings there is a wonderful mix
of opportunities to gather and worship
together. Please do check online if you
need further details before you book.
Date
28th Nov
5th Dec
12th Dec
19th Dec

10 am
All-Age
Worship
Morning
Worship inc.
Communion
Morning
Worship
Morning
Worship

6 pm
Taize
Informal
Worship
Evening
Communion
Carols

Penny Gibson
We are delighted that Penny Gibson
has agreed to help us with our
administration over the next few
months. Penny will pick up the office emails, oversee the events side of church
as she joins the staff team on a
voluntary basis as we work together in
this period of transition.

Prayer Chain - URGENT PRAYER
Do you have an urgent prayer
request/need?- over 20 people can be
praying in minutes. TEXT 07974387782.
Advent Book
Would you like some
Bible-based reflections for
each day as you journey
through Advent towards
Christmas? Local author,
and A Rocha
communications
director, Jo Swinney has
written a new Advent book called The
whole Christmas story.
Starting in Genesis and ending in
Revelation it places Christmas as part of
God's bigger story. Jo also helps us face
into our own real-life challenges of
dealing with brokenness and living with
hope. We have some copies to give
away so please speak to Tim if this
would be a help and encouragement for
you this Advent.
Blessing Walcot Parish
Over the last few years we have
delivered gifts and invites to the houses,
flats and businesses of our parish before
Christmas. We would love to do that
again this year and are in the process of
planning. If you enjoyed it last year and
would like to join in again, please can
you contact Tim on
tim@stswithinswalcot.org.uk

Crafternoon - Saturday 27th Nov 3pm
to 5pm
Please come to an afternoon of
Christmas themed crafts, scrummy
cake, and friendly
chat. We would
like this event to
be an opportunity
for women of all
ages to invite
their friends as we
take time to share
what Christmas
means to us. Please book online and
speak to Nicola or Fran for more info.
Taize Service on 28th November
Are there any
instrumentalists
interested in
joining in the
Taize service on
the 28th
November at
6pm? If you are
interested or willing please contact
Valerie on valwinpiano@gmail.com or
07847 303228, she would love to hear
from you.
A Christmas Celebration! – Saturday
11th December

I am looking to hold a Christmas
Celebration for all ages on Saturday 11th

December. It would be lovely to gather
for a couple of hours to celebrate in a
variety of ways – perhaps through food,
craft, nativity/drama, music. I would love
to talk to you if you would like to be
involved in shaping this event. However
big or small you think your offering may
be and whatever age you are, it would
be wonderful to hear your thoughts.
Please speak to Pip Tel: 07788975174
email: pipwynne@gmail.com
Hark! the herald-angels sing

We will be hosting community Carol
singing in the Church north garden
on Tuesday 14th December from 7
pm. It will be a lovely opportunity to
welcome our local neighbours to join in
our Christmas celebrations. Please
contact Nicola and Keith Stuffins
(nicola.stuffins@btinternet.com) or
David Holden-White
(djholdenwhite@gmail.com) if you
would like to help serve refreshments,
welcome visitors, or provide musical
accompaniment.

Please Pray
Christ, as a light
illumine and guide me.
Christ, as a shield
overshadow me.
Christ under me;
Christ over me;
Christ beside me
on my left and my right.
This day be within and without me,
lowly and meek, yet all-powerful.
Be in the heart of each to whom I speak;
in the mouth of each who speaks unto me.
This day be within and without me,
lowly and meek, yet all-powerful.
Christ as a light;
Christ as a shield;
Christ beside me
on my left and my right.
Amen
St Swithin's, Walcot, Bath: Mission Partners
We pray for our mission partners. Pray for the work of;Tearfund, CMJ, Wycliffe Bible Translators, The Gatehouses, Rocks in Brazil with CMS
Guinnesses in Burundi, CHIT (India), The Warehouse (SA), Genesis Trust (Bath)
•

•

•

Impact of Covid-19 on
o Ability to carry out practical outreach and mission
o Finances of the organisation
o Travel within the country and to and from the UK
Vision and future
o Managing changes of leadership
o Resourcing new and emerging needs
o Balancing finances
o Encouraging new supporters
o Sharing the Good News of Jesus
Health and wellbeing
o Continued good health of mission partners and their families
o Good pastoral support and encouragement in their spiritual life
o Opportunities for rest and renewal

