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It was a wonderful gesture and really lightened up what could otherwise 

have been a very gloomy day - Jane 

 

Thank you to St Swithin’s Church for this gift. E-Hugs to St Swithin’s 

church family & thoughts & prayers with anyone self isolating - 

Stephen 

 

Thank you to the most thoughtful and loving team, we received flowers 

and a lovely card, so thoughtful, God bless everyone during these 

challenging times! - Joe 

 

A huge and heartfelt thank you for your prayers, guidance and support. I 

actually felt like I was at church this morning; it was so lovely to hear 

familiar voices and to know that, across our church family, we were 

worshipping as one - Laura 

 

Everyone was so touched to receive this gift of love. How precious it is to be 

part of this loving church family and, more especially, to belong to The Lord 

at this time! - Alastair 

 

What a precious time - Keith 

 

NOW we can have church at home. – Karyn 
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The two mandarin characters for “crisis” are danger and opportunity. There is danger with Coronavirus, yet 

we have the opportunity to grow in intimacy with Christ and strengthen our bonds with others. Our lifegroup 

had a wonderful zoom meeting last night and I have so enjoyed frequent FaceTime calls with my son and 

daughter in London. I was thrilled that a neighbour who’s a chef offering to shop for me this morning. 

Likewise, it was such a lovely surprise to receive the St Swithins Mother’s Day flowers delivered! 

  

Although the natural reaction is to be anxious or have fear, we can choose faith not fear. That in the divine 

exchange, we give our anxieties to Jesus and he gives us his peace and his power to overcome as we put our 

minds on good, noble and lovely things (Philippians 4:6). We can renew our minds (Rom 12:2) with the living 

word of God and grow closer to our loving Heavenly Father. As we enter his gates with thanksgiving and his 

courts with praise (Ps 100:4), it’s good to be grateful and thankful for everything.  

 

One songwriter pens, “when all us stripped away and we simply come.”  In this time of testing we 

can discover that Jesus is truly enough. I recommend Julian’s prayer (Julian of Norwich), which I pray every 

morning after my sunrise walk to Charlcombe ancient church garden and well ... 

 

God of goodness give me Yourself. 

You are enough to me. 

I can ask for nothing else, 

for then I would not be worshipping you. 

And if I ask for anything less, 

I will always be left wanting. 

Only in you 

Do I have everything! 

Has anyone else noticed how apt our bible readings are at the moment? No matter which bible notes/prayer 

topics you choose to use, God has been there before us!! 

I have been truly amazed, and humbled, to see how the Lord has provided exactly the right words of 

encouragement, compassion and counselling for this strange time in which we are living. Considering how 

long ago many of these notes and topics were prepared, surely this can only be the work of the Holy Spirit!! 

We can have confidence in God alone.........Praise to His glorious Name!!!! 

 

I started reading the Bible from start to finish using this lovely guide with a study group before I had Lizzie x 

then I had a baby and basically was way too tired to even read....so going to start at the very beginning....in 

the words of Maria....and see how I do over these next few uncertain weeks


